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But now, as then, progress is not inevi-
table; it requires eternal vigilance and sac-
rifice. Earlier today, at the Veterans Day
ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery,
we paid tribute to the fallen heroes of the
United States Ship Cole, three of whom have
recently been buried at Arlington. The cap-
tain of the ship and 20 of the crewmembers
were there today. We honor them.

Next week I will go to Vietnam to honor
the men and women America lost there, to
stand with those still seeking a full account-
ing of the missing. But at the same time, I
want to give support to Vietnamese and
Americans who are working together to build
a better future in Vietnam, under the leader-
ship of former Congressman and former
Vietnam POW Pete Peterson, who has re-
minded us that we can do nothing about the
past, but we can always change the future.
That’s what all of you did after the war with
Germans, Italians, and Japanese. You built
the world we love and enjoy today.

The wisdom this monument will give us
is to learn from the past and look to the fu-
ture. May the light of freedom that will stand
at the center of this memorial inspire every
person who sees it to keep the flame of free-
dom forever burning in the eyes of our chil-
dren and to keep the memory of the greatest
generation warm in the hearts of every new
generation of Americans.

Thank you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:22 p.m. on The
National Mall. In his remarks, he referred to Gen.
Fred F. Woerner, USA, (Ret.), Chairman, and
Ambassador Haydn Williams, Commissioner,
American Battle Monuments Commission; retired
Archbishop Philip Hannan of New Orleans, a
chaplain in the 82d Airborne Division, USA, dur-
ing World War II; Capt. Luther Smith, USAF,
(Ret.), member of the Tuskegee Airmen, an Afri-
can-American bomber escort squadron in World
War II; Frederick W. Smith, national cochairman,
actor Tom Hanks, national spokesperson, and
former Senator Bob Dole, national chairman, Na-
tional World War II Memorial Campaign; and
Senator Dole’s wife, Elizabeth.

Statement on the Death
of Leah Rabin
November 12, 2000

Hillary and I were deeply saddened this
morning to learn of the death of Leah Rabin.
We have lost a dear friend, and the Middle
East has lost a friend of peace. But the work
to which she and Yitzakh dedicated their lives
must and will continue.

Our prayers are with the Rabin family and
with the people of Israel.

Statement on Signing the Older
Americans Act Amendments of 2000
November 13, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
782, the ‘‘Older Americans Act Amendments
of 2000.’’ The Older Americans Act of 1965,
last reauthorized by the Congress in 1992,
provides essential home and community-
based services, such as congregate and home-
delivered meals, transportation, legal assist-
ance, employment and volunteer opportuni-
ties, health promotion activities, pension
counseling programs, and protection from
abuse in institutions and in the community
for millions of older persons across the
United States.

I am very pleased that this bipartisan legis-
lation includes, for the first time, an impor-
tant new program designed to assist families.
It provides the authorization for the National
Family Caregiver Support Program, which I
first proposed in 1999 as part of my long-
term care initiative. This program will help
hundreds of thousands of family members—
spouses, adult children, and others—who are
struggling to care for their frail older loved
ones who are ill or disabled. Studies have
shown that caregiving can take a huge emo-
tional, physical, and financial toll on families.
The support provided through this new pro-
gram includes critical information, training,
and counseling, as well as much needed qual-
ity respite care for those caregivers who are
juggling jobs and other family responsibilities
while meeting the special needs of loved ones


